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AIPG Executive Committee Minutes – 06-18-2019 

Attending the meeting: Sara Nelson, Jeff Neisse, Shanna Schmitt, Jake Dalbec, Curtis Hudak, Steph 
Theriault, Bruce Johnson, Mike Hultgren, and Dan Hunter. 

The Meeting was called to order at 11:40 AM. 

The 02/19/2019 and 6/18/2019 meeting minutes will be reviewed and approved at the next Executive 
Committee Meeting on 10/15/2019.   

1. Spring Social Debriefing. 
a. Good talk by student grant winner Michael Murphy from Macalester College. 
b. Having the social at the Radisson was a convenient space. Good food, including desert, and 

a good bartender. 
c. The section broke even. Should increase in future years as we improve the model and keep 

the same space. 
d. Almost 40 people attended – we don’t have the final numbers. 

 
2. 2019 Student Grant. 

a. Bruce received 4 applications this year. 
 

3. Golf Scramble and Fundraiser. 
a. Planning meeting on July 8th at Prestwick at 10:30 AM. Please let Curt know if you’re 

attending. He’ll send out an invite. 
b. Prices for sponsorships, golfers, and diners will be the same as last year. Jake will finalize the 

information on the website and schedule the email blasts. 
c. Sara will sign the final donation request letter and email it to the Executive Committee, 

Committee Chairs, and others helping with the fundraiser.  
d. We will list some of the larger silent auction items on the website and offer proxy bids. The 

Ammonite is already on the event listing.  
e. We will put out a call for volunteers and donations. 
f. Jake will run a 50/50 raffle. We’ll offer tickets at registration, during the day, and at dinner. 

 
4. Donation Requests. 

a. The Northeast Section is holding the National Meeting in September. The NE Section sent a 
Section Sponsorship request email on 05/20/2019. Jake made a motion to sponsor the 
National Meeting at $250. Seconded by Dan. Motion passed. 

b. We received a donation request from Joseph Christman, ISD196 High School Science 
Teacher at Rosemount High School.  “I created a new science elective class which revolves 
around dinosaur paleontology.  An important part of paleontology is doing research in the 
field and I felt as though this was an important aspect of the science students should 
experience.  Understanding field research can give students skills in organization, attention 
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to detail, spatial reasoning, and interpretation of data. To give students this experience, I am 
building a mock dig site on campus.  This includes a 20x20 foot area filled in with sand and 
gravel.  Replicas of dinosaur fossils will be placed in a matrix of sand and wax.  Students will 
be using geologic rock hammers, chisels and other field equipment to record, analyze and 
excavate the fossils.  I am asking you to consider donating to this endeavor.  The budget for 
this project is $3,000.  Anything you can give is much appreciated.  Science is about 
curiosity, evaluation, and putting pieces of evidence together.  This is a unique experience 
for students, however, it is a necessary one.  It is an experience that will illuminate and 
inspire students to consider a career path in science.” 
 
Jake made a motion to donate $500 to Rosemount High School for this project. Bruce 
seconded. Motion passed.   
 
We noted that Dinosaurs are the gateway drug for geologists. We will offer to give a talk to 
the students and we will offer to have the Mr. Christman come to an AIPG MN luncheon to 
give us feedback on the new experience/lab.  

 
5. Website Redesign Update. 

a. Jake and Shanna are getting some photos from MGS to use in the header of the website. 
b. We will send out a call for Minnesota geology photos to add to an new gallery. 

 
6. Upcoming Speakers & Update on Venue Size for 2019/2020 

a. We have a contract with the Radisson for 2019/2020. In September and October, the first 
Tuesdays were already booked, so we moved to the second Tuesday for both months.  In 
addition, for several dates, only one room is available, so our registration will be limited to 
48.  If we wanted to reserve a larger space, when available, our food and beverage 
minimum increases from $500 to $1000.  We did reserve a second room for the March 
luncheon, which will be out ethics talk.  Shanna will email the Executive Committee the 
dates/details for reference. 

b. Jake will ask Harvey at MGS for a speaker. 
c. Shanna will work with Bruce to see if someone from ASBOG would like to speak in 

November. The ASBOG meeting begins the next day, so we could offer to pay for one hotel 
night. This is a good way to get a new, national speaker. 

d. Please send other speaker ideas to Jason. We need to book the autumn dates soon. 
 

7. ASBOG. 
a. Bruce, Keith, Josh Feinberg, and Carrie Jennings are working on field trip for the ASBOG 

meeting. ASBOG has a bus reserved and AIPG MN may be able to add a bus and offer 
members a field trip. 
 

8. MN Board of AELSLAGID. 
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a. There is a new rule going through the drafting process to decrease the years of experience 
from five years to 4 years.  We will make an announcement when the rule is up for public 
comment. 
 

9. 2019 Legislative Session. 
a. Bruce noted a proposed statute that would have mandated that at least two professional 

development hours for licensure would have to focus on Global Warming (i.e., Climate 
Change). The bill didn’t go anywhere, just an FYI.  We would like to note that almost every 
geoscience education involves studying global climate change. 
 

10. Presentation of National AIPG Scholarship to Elizabeth Evenocheck at Winona State University. 
a. Elizabeth won a National AIPG scholarship of $1,000. Sara and Curt drove to Winona on 

05/10/2019 to present the scholarship to Elizabeth at the Geoscience Department Awards 
Ceremony. 

b. Curt talked about AIPG and the purpose of our Student Chapters. 
c. Sara and Curt noted that the Winona Geoscience Department has about 80 geoscience 

majors!  
d. Professor Candace Kairies-Beatty, Department Chair, was excited about forming an AIPG 

Student Chapter. 
e. Steph noted that Brian Lentz from Big Rock Exploration graduated from Winona. She will ask 

him if he’s interested in becoming their Student Chapter sponsor.   
 

Meeting adjourned at 12:49 PM. 


