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AIPG Executive Committee Minutes – 03-25-2020 

Attending the meeting: Ryan Mathieu, Jeff Neisse, Alex Blel, Shanna Schmitt, Jake Dalbec, Dan Hunter, 
Christina Morrison, Paula Berger, Lauren Larkin, Kelsi Ustipak, Paul Putzier, Keith Rapp, Curtis Hudak 

The Meeting was called to order at 11:30 AM. 

1. Previous Meeting Minutes and Bylaws 
a. Review and approve previous meeting minutes. The 02/12/2020 meeting minutes were 

reviewed and approved. Motion made by Dan Hunter to approve the meeting minutes 
as they are drafted, motion passed. 

b. Review bylaws to determine if an amendment is needed to meet virtually. It was 
determined no amendment is necessary. The Meetings Section 4.1.2 of the bylaws 
describes acceptable meeting platforms, which includes the use of conference calls and 
online video conferences. 

 
2. Promotional poster boards for the purposes of sharing the value that AIPG-MN brings to the 

broader geoscience community.  
a. Ryan plans to dedicate some time to this. 
b. Shanna updated a table on the website and will share pictures with Ryan. 
c. Christina sent out an email to teachers requesting pictures of students using the rock-

kits and will share pictures when they become available.  
 

3. Status of TPG magazine distribution to students. 
a. Some issues of TPG were distributed at the Meeting Social (HH) earlier in the month. 

Some issues were going to be shared at the University of St. Thomas (UST) Career Panel, 
but that has been canceled.  

b. There are about 15 copies of TPG remaining. 
 

4. Status of AIPG National Executive Committee Meeting 6/20 and field trip 6/21. 
a. There are currently no updates on the status of this meeting to report.  
b. Shanna received a copy of the previous ASBOG field trip guide from Keith. Thank you, 

Keith! 
 

5. Status of UST Career Panel 
a. Panel has been cancelled and has not been rescheduled yet. 

 
6. Confirm executive committee person (director) term limits. 

a. The current term limits as indicated are accurate; no change necessary. 
 

7. COVID-19 
a. PPE Efforts – The board agreed that Shanna should proceed with sending out the notice 
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requesting PPE donations. Thank you, Shanna for promptly drafting this notice to help 
the effort! 

b. Educational Outreach – Jeff has a link to STEM Education that MnDOT recently shared. 
He will see if the link could be added to the AIPG-MN website. 

c. Financial Impacts – Jeff provided an update. 
i. There will likely be no net negative effect on the AIPG-MN finances. We 

generally do not profit financially from the monthly luncheons, so the pause 
from hosting luncheons should not negatively impact the AIPG-MN finances. 

ii. The tax deadline has been extended, but Jeff maintains that he will be able to 
submit our filing before April 15th. Thank you, Jeff! 

iii. AIPG-MN currently has approximately $5,500 in the checking account and can 
expect to have $5,700 after the transfer from PayPal is completed by 3/27. The 
$1,000 scholarship award is slated to go out, so we will see that reflected in the 
checking account soon. 

iv. Distribution from National will likely be delayed as a result of the tax reporting 
extensions. We received approximately $4,295 in 2019 and this figure stays 
relatively consistent from year-to-year. 

v. It was suggested that a formal status of the AIPG-MN finances could be shared. 
Jeff indicated the recently prepared Annual Report from the Treasurer and the 
pending tax filing would be good resources. 

8. Spring Social & Alternative Outreach Ideas 
a. The Spring Social scheduled for May 5th has been cancelled. 
b. Alternative Outreach Ideas 

i. Informational Interviews: Kelsi informed the group that she had the opportunity 
to connect with a student for an informational interview (via phone) after 
meeting at the Social held earlier in the month. This would be a great 
opportunity to connect with students/membership during a time with limited 
opportunities for in-person, social engagement. 

1. The board agreed this would be a great resource to offer. Kelsi and 
Ryan will work to draft language to post on the website to encourage 
informational interviews during this time. Reach out to Kelsi and Ryan 
if you are willing to be a resource. 

ii. Promote Geoscience Education for Professionals: Curtis and Keith presented 
some concerns about a gap between coursework provided at the university-
level and what is expected by employers, etc. It was expressed there is a need 
for courses such as Glacial Geology, Ethics and Environmental Geology, to name 
a few. To begin addressing this issue, it was proposed that letters should be 
drafted and submitted to appropriate persons such as, department chairs, 
professors and students. Support from other local organizations should be 
considered (SME, AWG, etc.). 

1. The board agreed to pursue this idea and a committee has been formed 
to work on the draft. Curtis Hudak has offered to initiate the draft 
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letter with support from Paul Putzier, Dan Hunter, Keith Rapp and 
Christina Morrison. 

9. Golf Scramble 
a. It is possible that we could still golf, but no dinner or auction. Maybe an online auction? 
b. There is concern that some companies may not want to dedicate some of their budget 

to golf outings this year. 
c. We might need to cancel this year. 
d. An updated sponsorship letter is available, but we will wait to send out and solicit 

sponsorship until a later date. 
The board agreed that we should reevaluate the golf scramble and sponsorship in about one 
month or at the next Ex. Comm. Meeting.  
 

10. Plan for upcoming meetings 
The board agreed to tentatively reconvene on Wednesday, April 29th. 
 

11. Other 
a. Soliciting feedback from meetings-is this something we have done before, would we 

consider it? Feedback has been requested in the past and can be great if something is 
done with the results. We could consider adding a survey feature on the website about 
satisfaction with the talk and soliciting feedback for future content. 

i. Kelsi shared the link to an Ethics talk featured on the Texas Board of 
Professional Geologists webpage.  

b. Legislative Review-Please be advised, we might need to add 2PDH of “climate change” 
to our licensure renewal process.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 12:45 PM. 


