
Page 1 of 2 
 

AIPG Executive Committee Minutes – 06-24-2020 

Attending the meeting: Ryan Mathieu, Sara Nelson, Alex Blel, Shanna Schmitt, Jake Dalbec, Dan Hunter, 
Christina Morrison, Kelsi Ustipak, Curtis Hudak, Paula Berger, Lauren Larkin 

The Meeting was called to order at 11:30 AM. 

1. Previous Meeting Minutes  
a. The 05/27/2020 draft meeting minutes have been posted to the AIPG-MN website. 

Motion made by Dan Hunter to approve the draft meeting minutes, motion passed. 
 
2. Promotional poster boards demonstrating use of funds.  

a. Ryan Mathieu has started pulling together information for the poster. 
i. Utilizing the table from the AIPG-MN website indicating how our Chapter 

supports geoscience education. 
ii. Will share draft with the Board once it is available. 

 
3. Status of In-person AIPG-MN Meetings. 

a. It was agreed we should defer to MDH and CDC guidelines and stay apprised as new 
information becomes available. 

b. Shanna has reached out the Double Tree to get updates on how their policy is shaping-
up regarding meetings. No update to report, yet. 

 
4. AIPG National Executive Committee Meeting 6/20 and field trip 6/21. 

a. Shanna hosted the meeting on WebEx. 
i. AIPG Natl. is in the process of switching to Office 365 and subsequently “Teams” 

to promote the ability to work from home.  
ii. There were approximately two votes cast during the meeting; the meeting 

focused more on sharing updates. 
iii. Working on a Diversity and Inclusion Statement. 

 
5. Letter to Promote Geoscience Education for Professionals. 

a. Draft letter previously released for review; today is the last day for submitting 
comments. 

b. Next steps: 
i. Distribute to other organizations for review and support. 

ii. Make a list of Deans and appropriate contacts at universities and colleges who 
should be receiving a copy of the letter once it is finalized. 
 

6. Golf Scramble 
a. The board decided to cancel the Golf Tournament Fundraiser scheduled for August 14, 

2020 and other options to promote networking and fundraising were discussed. 
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i. Online Auction? Could be fairly cumbersome and difficult to engage folks to 
participate. 

ii. Sell golf tickets under 2020 prices for 2021? What if we are not able to host the 
Golf Tournament next year as well… 

iii. Consider inviting members to take a day to enjoy a round of golf with a 
colleague and make a contribution to AIPG-MN for geoscience education. 

1. Work out a coupon code with Prestwick? 
a. If golfers go to Prestwick using the coupon code, could a 

percentage go to the AIPG-MN geoscience education fund? 
b. Kelsi and Christina will work on a letter to cancel the Golf Tournament Fundraiser and 

request contributions to the AIPG-MN geoscience education fund. 
 

7. Racial divides in our profession and recent anti-racism statement. 
a. Spent time generating ideas on how to promote a more diverse profession and actions 

we can take to promote anti-racism. 
i. Provide content for schools to use with a focus on providing content to schools 

in underserved or minority communities. 
1. Educational outreach and support. 

ii. Remote lecture presentations provide an opportunity to broaden our speaker 
base.  

iii. We currently offer an Ethics Workshop, consider adding an Inclusion and 
Diversity Workshop. 

iv. Seek ways to provide broader exposure to the geoscience discipline. 
v. Important to practice having conversations about diversity and anti-racism. 

1. Post articles and invite membership to participate and discuss. 
2. This could start as a smaller committee group to experiment with 

discussion formats that result in productive conversation. 
 

8. Need for Screening Committee Chair and Nominating Committee Chair 
a. The Nominating Committee is a short-term commitment to identify individuals to serve 

in various open positions with AIPG-MN. 
b. The Screening Committee’s role is to review candidates for CPG from National. 
c. Contact Shanna if you are interested in serving with these committees. 
d. This topic is ongoing and was tabled during June 24th meeting. 

 
9. Upcoming Meetings 

a. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, July 21, 2020. Conference Call. 

 
Jake Dalbec made a motion to adjourn the meeting; motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 12:47 PM. 


