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AIPG Executive Committee Minutes – 04-29-2020 

Attending the meeting: Ryan Mathieu, Sara Nelson, Jeff Neisse, Alex Blel, Shanna Schmitt, Jake Dalbec, 
Dan Hunter, Christina Morrison, Paula Berger, Lauren Larkin, Kelsi Ustipak, Curtis Hudak 

The Meeting was called to order at 11:30 AM. 

1. Previous Meeting Minutes  
a. The 03/25/2020 draft meeting minutes have been posted to the AIPG-MN website. 

Motion made by Jake Dalbec to table approval of the draft meeting minutes until the 
next meeting, motion passed. 

 
2. Promotional poster boards for the purposes of sharing the value that AIPG-MN brings to the 

broader geoscience community.  
a. Ryan plans to dedicate some time to this. 
b. Christina reached out to teacher contacts with MMEW. Teachers are happy to supply 

pictures, but do not have any on-hand. An offer was made to take some pictures for 
promotional use, but this offer is in a holding pattern until students return to the 
classroom. 
 

3. Status of In-person AIPG-MN Meetings 
a. It was agreed we should defer to MDH and CDC guidelines and stay apprised as new 

information becomes available. 
 

4. AIPG National Executive Committee Meeting 6/20 and field trip 6/21. 
a. Shanna reported the meeting will be held in a virtual environment and the field trip has 

been cancelled. 
b. Members of the Minnesota Chapter are welcome to attend. Any updates on the status 

of the meeting will be shared with the Board as the meeting approaches. 
 

5. Letter to Promote Geoscience Education for Professionals 
a. Curt updated the Board that he is working through the data collection phase of the 

process and will be seeking additional input from others once some base-level 
information has been gathered for consideration. 

i. This phase has included reviewing courses currently offered at colleges and 
universities. 

1. Preliminary review has indicated a potential lack in coursework that 
provides some of the foundational knowledge expected by local 
employers. 

2. Electives have a tendency to be based on the specialized areas of 
interest of professors. 
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6. Golf Scramble 
a. Ideas were shared about alternative formats for the golf scramble and auction if social 

distancing guidelines and/or orders remain in-effect through August. Some ideas 
included: 

i. Online auction – Shanna offered to look into online auction sites geared to 
non-profits. 

1. Could provide a brochure at the start of the golf game listing auction 
items so attendees can place live bids throughout the day. 

ii. Inquire about additional carts, if we are limited to one cart per person. 
iii. Consider shifting to a 9-hole course and walk (Prestwick is cart-only). 
iv. Consider a virtual, fee-based activity (Bingo or other) after golf to keep the 

entertainment going and continue to raise funds for scholarships. 
b. Friday, August 14th has been set aside for the AIPG Golf Scramble at the Prestwick 

Course. 
i. The Board agreed it would be appropriate to notify membership to “Save the 

Date” for the golf scramble, with a disclaimer indicating the event may be 
subject to change based on evolving guidelines from the CDC and MDH. 

ii. Curt is planning to confirm the reservation for August 14th with Prestwick and 
make inquiries about associated logistics. If a reservation fee is required, we 
will plan to bypass. Inquiries will also be made about golf cart availability to 
accommodate social distancing and any additional fees that may be required. 
Check on status of the restaurant and lounge. 
 

7. Treasurer’s Update 
a. Jeff kindly took the time to prepare an update on the status of the AIPG-MN finances. 

i. Approximately $600 in the checking account. 
ii. CD-5Yr is approximately $5,000. 

iii. Expenses include $1,000 for scholarship recipient and $1,000 to UMN (these 
expenses have been applied and are reflected in the account status above). 

iv. Anticipated sponsorship from Braun has not come through. Shanna offered to 
check on status of sponsorship payment. 
 

8. Virtual Monthly Meetings 
a. Shanna reported that we have been using Freeconferencing.com during an 

experimental period of offering virtual access to monthly presentations. The free 
platform worked okay, but hiccups were a regular occurrence. 

b. A proposal was made to the Board to consider making our monthly meetings accessible 
on a virtual platform on a permanent basis. If there is support, we should consider a fee-
based platform with greater reliability which could cost between $25-30 per month. 

c. Subsequent discussion and questions included: 
i. How could we distribute PDH’s to remote attendees? 

1. Check w/Keith, but proof of registration might be all that is needed. 
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ii. Would there be a reduced fee for virtual attendees? 
iii. Ask for suggested donation as part of registration? 

Shanna is continuing to look into this, and indicated there are more details to come.  
 

9. Plan for upcoming meetings 
The board agreed to reconvene on Wednesday, May 27th. 
 

 
Jake Dalbec made a motion to adjourn the meeting; motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 12:35 PM. 


